
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 23, 2017 

 

Music Industry Legend Randy Lennox Awarded the  

 2017 Walt Grealis Special Achievement Award  

 
Toronto, ON — The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) today announced that 
music industry veteran executive Randy Lennox will be awarded the 2017 Walt Grealis Special 
Achievement Award for his longstanding commitment to Canadian Music.  
 
The Walt Grealis Special Achievement Award recognizes industry leaders who have vastly contributed to 
the growth and development of the Canadian music industry. Named after famed Canadian publisher and 
trailblazer Walt Grealis, this year’s award will be presented to Lennox at the 46th Annual JUNO Gala 
Dinner & Awards presented by SOCAN on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at the Shaw Centre in Ottawa, 
Ontario.  
 
With a career spanning more than 30 years, Lennox has been a driving force in Canada’s music scene. 
As President and CEO of Universal Music Canada, he helped to sign or elevate the careers of some the 
country’s biggest recording artists including Hedley, Shawn Mendes, Drake, Justin Bieber, Shania Twain, 
The Tragically Hip, and The Weeknd, among many others. Lennox continues his commitment to Canadian 
artists in his current role as President of Content and Broadcasting at Bell Media. 
 
“Randy Lennox’s business savvy and ability to recognize talent has made him a force to be reckoned with 
in the music industry,” said Allan Reid, President & CEO, CARAS/The JUNO Awards and MusiCounts. 
“Not only has he been an innovator but his passion for providing quality entertainment has helped elevate 
the careers of some of Canada’s premier artists. We could not be happier to name Randy as the Walt 
Grealis Special Achievement Award recipient this year and to celebrate his incredible career.” 

 
 “I am humbled by this tremendous honour,” said Lennox. “Thank you to CARAS and all of the talented 
people I’ve worked with over the years, including the incredible artists that help define our culture and 
make our country proud. I look forward to continuing to help our stars shine brighter than ever, here and 
around the world.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Randy Lennox. Photo courtesy of Bell Media. 

 

http://www.bellmedia.ca/executives/randy-lennox/


 
 
Lennox began his music career at Universal Music Canada, working in various positions until becoming 
President in 1998 when the company merged with Polygram Canada, and then became CEO in 2001. 
With Lennox at the helm, Universal Music Canada was named Canadian Music Week’s Music Company 
of the Year for 15 consecutive years.  
 
In 2015, Lennox took on the role of President of Broadcasting and Content for Canada’s most successful 
content creation company, Bell Media. There, he leads Bell Media’s CTV and English-language specialty 
channels and oversees all of the company’s independent and in-house productions in English Canada. 
Lennox is also responsible for the recent launch of Bell Media’s live theatre division, and extends his music 
industry commitment via his introduction of the iHeartRadio brand, including live music events.  
 
Complementing his longstanding commitment to music, Lennox is a key contributor to the production of 
THE JUNO AWARDS and the IHEARTRADIO MUCH MUSIC VIDEO AWARDS, and acts as an executive 
producer for Canada’s Walk of Fame. Lennox is also on the board of directors of CARAS and Canada’s 
Walk of Fame, and sits on the board of governors for Massey Hall, Roy Thomson Hall and the culture 
advisory board for Ontario.  
 
Lennox has been recognized by Macleans and Toronto Life for his talent and production experience as 
one of the Top 50 most influential people in Canada and Toronto, respectively. In 2010, after being 
awarded the Music Industry Executive of the Year seven times, he was inducted into the Canadian Music 
and Broadcast Industry Hall of Fame. In 2014, Lennox was announced as International Label Executive of 
the Year by the Worldwide Radio Summit. 
 
Lennox has also initiated and raised millions of dollars for the music industry and related charities. He co-
produced “Wavin' Flag,” a single which raised over two million dollars for disaster relief efforts in Haiti and 
won the 2011 JUNO Award for Single of the Year. His ongoing artist involvement also saw Lennox credited 
as executive producer of CTV’s Olympic Winter Games anthem “I Believe.” Lennox also acts as founding 
director for the Smilezone Foundation, a Canadian charity that aims to improve the lives of children facing 
illness, disabilities and physical and emotional obstacles. 

 
For more information on the 2017 JUNO Awards, the Walt Grealis Special Achievement Award or to 
download photos of Randy Lennox please visit www.junoawards.ca.  
 
JUNO Week 2017 will be hosted in Ottawa from March 27 through April 2, 2017. A live broadcast of The 
46th Annual JUNO Awards will air on CTV and CTV GO on Sunday, April 2 from the Canadian Tire 
Centre in Ottawa.  
 
Premier Partners of The 2017 JUNO Awards: CARAS acknowledges the financial support of FACTOR, 
the Government of Canada and of Canada’s Private Radio Broadcasters, Radio Starmaker Fund, Ottawa 
2017, the Province of Ontario, the Ontario Media Development Corporation, Tourism Ottawa, Google Play 
Music and TD Bank Group. 

 
Web Links: 
Official JUNO Awards website: www.junoawards.ca 
CTV website: www.ctv.ca  
 
Social Media: 
Randy Lennox – Twitter: @RandyLennox7117 
JUNO Awards –Twitter: @TheJUNOAwards / Instagram: @TheJUNOAwards / Hashtag: #JUNOS 
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About CARAS 
The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences/L'académie canadienne des arts et des sciences 
de l'enregistrement (CARAS) is a not-for-profit organization created to preserve and enhance the Canadian 
music industry and to contribute toward higher artistic and industry standards. The main focus of CARAS 
is the exploration and development of ongoing opportunities to showcase and promote Canadian artists 
and music through vehicles such as The JUNO Awards, MusiCounts, the Canadian Music Hall of Fame 
and other year-round initiatives. For more information on the 46th Annual JUNO Awards or The Canadian 
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) please visit www.junoawards.ca  
  
For interview requests, image requests or additional information, please contact: 
Michelle Easton, rock-it promotions, michelle@rockitpromo.com, 416.656.0707 ext.103 
Zai Karim, rock-it promotions, zai@rockitpromo.com, 416.656.0707 ext. 127 
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