
 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 11, 2017 
 

The JUNO Awards rename award category to  
Indigenous Music Album of the Year  

 
 
TORONTO, ON ​— The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) today           
announced its JUNO Award category ​Aboriginal Album of the Year will be proudly renamed              
Indigenous Music Album of the Year​ , in support of acknowledging all First Nations, Inuit and               
Métis communities in Canada. 
 
“The renaming of this award to Indigenous Music Album of the Year aims to honour, respect                
and acknowledge the Indigenous peoples of Canada and their long standing contributions to the              
Canadian music industry and their rich history in this country,” said Allan Reid, President &              
CEO, CARAS/The JUNO Awards and MusiCounts. “At CARAS we always strive to provide             
equal celebration for all of Canada’s diverse musical specialities.” 

 
"Our committee asked CARAS to consider the change because we felt that the United Nations               
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People provided a stronger foundation for our collective              
movement than what had been established around the term 'Aboriginal,'" explains Alan            
Greyeyes, Chair of the JUNO Awards Indigenous Music Album of the Year Music Advisory. "Our               
music community is made up of artists from many Nations who bring their own languages,               
perspectives, truths, and styles to the table and I'm glad that CARAS is committed to helping us                 
share these gifts with audiences and media here on Turtle Island and beyond." 
 
Presented annually at the JUNO Awards, the ​Indigenous Music Album of the Year​ sponsored by               
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network recognizes the music that echoes the Indigenous           
experience in Canada through words and/or music. The category accepts all traditional            
Indigenous music including: traditional Aboriginal music: Iroquois, Social Pow Wow Drum (i.e:            
Sioux, Assiniboine, Cree, Ojibway & Blackfoot, etc.); all Hand Drums (e.g. Inuit, Dene, Cree,              
Micmac, West Coast, etc.), Inuit Throat Singing; Traditional Flutes; Métis, Cree & Micmac             
Fiddling. In addition, fusions of all genres of contemporary music that incorporate the above              
and/or reflect the unique Indigenous experience in Canada, by virtue of words or music.  
 
The ​Indigenous Music Album of the Year award will be presented at the ​JUNO Gala Dinner &                 
Awards ​presented by SOCAN on ​Saturday, April 1, 2017 at the Shaw Centre in Ottawa,               
Ontario.  
 
JUNO Week 2017 will be hosted in Ottawa from March 27 through April 2, 2017.  
 
Website: ​www.junoawards.ca  
Twitter: ​@TheJUNOAwards 
Instagram: ​@TheJUNOAwards 
Hashtag​: #JUNOS  
 
 
 

http://www.junoawards.ca/
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Premier Partners of The 2017 JUNO Awards: CARAS acknowledges the financial support of             
FACTOR, the Government of Canada and of Canada’s Private Radio Broadcasters, Radio            
Starmaker Fund, Ottawa 2017, the Province of Ontario, the Ontario Media Development            
Corporation, Tourism Ottawa, Google Play Music and TD Bank Group. 

 
About CARAS 
The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences/L'académie canadienne des arts et            
des sciences de l'enregistrement (CARAS) is a not-for-profit organization created to preserve            
and enhance the Canadian music and industry and to contribute toward higher artistic and              
industry standards. The main focus of CARAS is the exploration and development of ongoing              
opportunities to showcase and promote Canadian artists and music through vehicles such as             
The JUNO Awards, MusiCounts, the Canadian Music Hall of Fame and other year-round             
initiatives. For more information on the 46th Annual JUNO Awards or The Canadian Academy of               
Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) please visit​ ​www.junoawards.ca  
 
For more information on the JUNO Awards or interview requests, please contact:  
Michelle Easton, rock-it promotions, ​michelle@rockitpromo.com​, 416 656 0707 ext. 103 
Zai Karim, rock-it promotions, ​zai@rockitpromo.com​, 416 656 0707 ext. 127 
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