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  FROM “NOWHERE TO HERE”… 

BLUE RODEO TO BE INDUCTED TO THE CANADIAN MUSIC HALL OF FAME 

 

One of Canada’s most enduring rock bands to be honoured at  

The 2012 JUNO Awards, Sunday, April 1 
 

Toronto, ON (December 12, 2011) – The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) is pleased to 
announce Blue Rodeo as the 2012 inductees to the Canadian Music Hall of Fame. Spanning nearly three decades, Blue 
Rodeo has sold in excess of four million records and won an unprecedented 11 JUNO Awards, establishing themselves as 
one of the premier groups in Canadian music history.  On Sunday, April 1, 2012, Blue Rodeo will be honoured at the 41st 
Annual JUNO Awards broadcast on CTV from Scotiabank Place in Ottawa, ON. 
 
“I’m sure many Canadians feel just like I do...that Blue Rodeo has been there with a song that deeply resonated 
with certain moments of our lives over the last 25 years or so,” said Melanie Berry, President & CEO, CARAS/The 
JUNO Awards. “Blue Rodeo is indisputably one of Canada’s most beloved bands, and I’m pleased that they are 
continuing their craft and sharing their incredible gift of songwriting and musicality to yet another generation of 
music lovers. I join millions of Canadians in congratulating Blue Rodeo on this great achievement.” 
 
“We couldn’t be more honoured to be going into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame.  We have always been grateful 
for our long musical journey above the 49th parallel,” said Jim Cuddy.  “Though far from over we humbly take 
our place among those who given us so much inspiration.”  
 
The definitive sound of Blue Rodeo has made them one of Canada’s most successful and recognizable 
contemporary rock acts, having released 12 albums since their landmark debut OUTSKIRTS (1987) which went 
double-platinum and sold more than 200,000 copies across the country. Two additional live recordings later, a 
Greatest Hits package and three video/DVDs as well as acclaimed breakout solo projects have combined to make 
Blue Rodeo an unparalleled musical presence in this country and around the world. The band has always 
remained authentic and consistent with their hallmark blend of country, blues, folk and rock influences yet always 
manages to re-invent themselves with each new song and appearance. 
 
Blue Rodeo was founded in Toronto by its two lead singers, guitarists and songwriters Jim Cuddy and Greg Keelor 
in 1984.  The pair had been collaborating since 1977, and briefly tested the music scene in New York as a punk-
influenced band, the HiFis.  Upon returning to Toronto, Cuddy and Keelor re-evaluated their musical style opting 
for a more grassroots rock sound and put together a band with Bazil Donovan (bassist), Bob Wiseman 
(keyboardist) and Cleave Anderson (drums) to form Blue Rodeo. 
 
Blue Rodeo quickly developed a loyal following as they made their rounds performing live at nightclubs, bars, 
colleges and pubs amid the Toronto music scene. But it was the release of the band’s first single “Try” that 
received ample radio play and set in motion a three-decade-long career of headlining almost every club, theatre 

and arena in Canada, not to mention earning them their first of many JUNO Awards for Single of the Year, Video 
of the Year and Group of the Year. 
 
Although the band went through several different members over the years, the undeniable songwriting chemistry 
between Cuddy and Keelor remained unwavering and produced a streak of hit albums, including DIAMOND MINE 
(1989), CASINO (1990) and LOST TOGETHER (1992). In 1993, when grunge rock was squeezing commercial rock 
off the radio, Blue Rodeo took the unbeaten path and recorded their most acoustic record, FIVE DAYS IN JULY, 
scoring their biggest hit, selling more than a half million copies.  NOWHERE TO HERE (1995) continued the hot 
streak followed by the release of TREMOLO in 1997.  Soon after, both Cuddy and Keelor embarked on solo projects. 
Keelor’s GONE (1997) and Cuddy’s debut ALL IN TIME received critical acclaim. 
 
Blue Rodeo returned to the studio in 2000 to record THE DAYS IN BETWEEN and several more albums including 
SMALL MIRACLES (2007).  The most recent double-CD, THE THINGS WE LEFT BEHIND, released in 2009, is 
one of their most ambitious yet, with musical guest offerings from Julie Fader, Wayne Petti (Cuff the Duke), Suzie 
Ungerleider (Oh Susanna) and regular collaborator Travis Good (The Sadies).  
 
Twenty-five years since their first album, Blue Rodeo’s success and longevity is still widely attributed to their love of 
live touring and connecting with their fans.  Today, comprised of members Jim Cuddy, Greg Keelor, Bazil Donovan, 
Bob Egan, Glenn Milchem and Mike Boguski, Blue Rodeo remains a touchstone of Canadian music.  In 2001, the 
band received the keys to the City of Toronto and was honoured with a star on Canada’s Walk of Fame in 2009.  
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The Canadian Music Hall of Fame was established in 1978 and recognizes Canadian artists that have attained 
commercial success while having a positive impact on the Canadian music scene here at home and around the 
world. Blue Rodeo will join the ranks of Canadian music icons including Anne Murray, Bruce Cockburn, Daniel 
Lanois, Hank Snow, Joni Mitchell, Leonard Cohen, Neil Young, Oscar Petersen, Shania Twain and Tom 
Cochrane in the Canadian Music Hall of Fame. 
 
For a complete list of Canadian Music Hall of Fame recipients, information on the 2012 JUNO Awards, 
or to download photos of Blue Rodeo, go to www.junoawards.ca and 
www.canadianmusichalloffame.ca  
 
Sponsors of the 2012 JUNO Awards include FACTOR, Canada’s Private Radio Broadcasters and The Government 
of Canada through the Department of Canadian Heritage’s “Canada Music Fund,” Radio Starmaker Fund, 
National Capital Commission (NCC), Province of Ontario, and the City of Ottawa. 
 
Broadcast sponsors of the 2012 JUNO Awards are Garnier and Rogers.  

 
Web Links:  
Official JUNO Awards website: www.junoawards.ca  
CTV’s JUNO Awards website: www.junos.ctv.ca   
CARAS website: www.carasonline.ca  
CTV website: www.ctv.ca   
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For more information on CARAS and the JUNO Awards, contact: 
 
Adrienne Kakoullis 
Holmes Creative Communications 
(416) 628-5610 
akakoullis@hccink.com  
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